
Riversdale Primary School 

Special Educational Needs and Disability (SEND) Information Report 

 
As a school we work within the Wandsworth guidance on Provision for children with SEND in mainstream 
schools which explains the ways pupils/children/students with different additional needs are provided for 
within the school. We also follow our Equality and Accessibility policies/plans which are available on the school 
website.  
 
Inclusion Statement 
 
At Riversdale, we believe that every child deserves the best possible education. Adults and children work 
together and create an environment in which all pupils, regardless of their particular needs, can flourish and 
achieve their true potential, both academically and socially. This is achieved through  
 

● Quality first teaching delivered to meet children’s different learning styles. 
● The support of well- trained Teaching Assistants.  
● Provision to support children within the different categories of need – Cognition and Learning 

difficulties, Communication and Interaction difficulties, Social, Mental and Health problems and Sensory 
or Physical needs. 

● Working closely with parents. 

 
Riversdale SENCo: 
 
At Riversdale Primary School, our Special Educational Needs Coordinator (SENCO) is Tracey Tattersall. 

 
They can be contacted on 020-8874-6904 or email SENCo@riversdale.wandsworth.sch.uk 
 

What should I do if I am concerned about my child’s progress or special educational needs? 
 

● Arrange a meeting with the class teacher and/or SENCO to talk about your concerns. 
● Together decide on a plan of action and set a review date if necessary. 
● If there are still concerns, discuss the involvement of other agencies e.g. Speech and Language 

Therapist, Paediatrician, Educational Psychologist, Wandsworth Literacy Support Service. 
● If at any point you are still concerned or worried, contact Tracey Tattersall, SENCO. 

 

How does the school decide whether a child has special education needs and what extra help they need? 
 

● If a child starts at Riversdale with already identified SEND, we will work with parents and past schools, 
nurseries and professionals to put a programme, provision and targets in place to meet the needs of your 
child. 

● At Riversdale, we review children’s progress every term (i.e. 3 times a year). This is called a Pupil Progress 
Meeting and includes the Head Teacher, Deputy Head, Class Teacher and SENCO. Academic Progress is 
reviewed and new provisions/focus groups put in place. This however is also a platform for raising 
concerns in other areas e.g. social and emotional wellbeing, problems with movement /handwriting etc. 

● The class teams and SENCO meet every half term to discuss a Graduated Response approach to meeting 
the needs of the pupils in each class.  At parents evenings parents can ask teachers about the support 
taking place in class (wave 1 level of support) and by the school team outside of class (wave 2 level of 
support).  If school feels a child may need specialist support of any kind (wave 3 level of support) we will 
ask parents/ carers to meet with the class team and SENCO to discuss, seeking specialist support as 
needed.   

● It is of course possible for you and/or the class teacher to raise concerns about progress/other difficulties 
in school outside of the times mentioned above. If this is the case, meetings will be arranged. 

 



 
 
How will I know how my child is doing and how will you help me to support my child’s learning? 
 

● Parents evenings termly. In the Autumn term, parents are invited to meet the new teacher at a coffee 
morning during the early years’ stage.  

● Teachers’ written reports are completed at the end of the academic year. 
● If your child is on the Special Needs Register, their targets will be reviewed termly and shared with 

parents. 
● If your child has an Education and Health Care Plan (EHCP) this will be updated every year at an Annual 

Review. 
● If your child has other professionals involved, e.g. Speech and Language therapist, they may provide 

separate targets and reports for your child. 
● If there is a need for a more holistic approach with the advice and input of other agencies, a Team 

around the Child Meeting (TAC) or a Team around the Family Meeting (TAF) may be called.  
● If you need support with how to help at home, or if you are ever unsure, please do ask. Your child 

makes the best progress and thrives when staff and parents work together and we do have an open 
door policy – but please make an appointment with the Class Teacher and SENCO. 

 

How will my child be involved and consulted?   
 

● All children at Riversdale are aware of their targets and have a direct input into their learning. The 
marking policy includes self- assessment where teachers write questions and challenges for children to 
answer and move their learning forward.  

● Children and teachers review the targets.  
● If your child has targets as part of their termly Provision Map i.e. they are on the Special Needs Register, 

they will be involved in reviewing and setting new targets, wherever possible. 
 

How do you assess and review my child’s progress? 
 

● Children’s work is marked by the class team and feedback is given. This encourages children to be 
reflective and learn how to improve their own work and make progress.  

● Children are assessed every term. A Pupil Progress Meeting is held with the Head Teacher, Deputy 
Head, Class Teacher and SENCO. Children’s progress is tracked and if necessary, interventions are put in 
place. This could be teacher focused groups or out of class interventions, either in small groups, pairs or 
1:1.  

● Books are moderated termly to ensure consistency in marking and levelling. 
● As mentioned above, if children have SEND their targets are reviewed termly following the assess, plan, 

do, review system. 
● EHCPs (which replaced Statements) are reviewed yearly. 
● Reports and assessments are also provided by the specialist services we work with i.e. Wandsworth’s 

Literacy Support Service. 
 

How is teaching and the curriculum adapted to my child’s needs? 
 

● It is every teacher’s responsibility to deliver Quality First Teaching which is differentiated, provides 
challenge and support and adapts resources as necessary to meet the needs and different learning 
styles of all children. 

● Some children may still need extra support so this is provided through interventions such as extra 
reading, Speech and Language Therapy targets, paired work to fill gaps in knowledge/misconceptions. 

● We have a large group of support staff. They are deployed according to their expertise and the needs of 
the children as identified at the Pupil Progress Meetings. 



● Flexible groupings – some sessions are taught in ability groups; some are mixed groupings. Children 
work in pairs to support and challenge each other. Sometimes year groups are mixed with older 
children helping younger and adults support different groups dependent on need. 

● Multi-sensory methods of teaching are used to accommodate all learning styles – visual, auditory and 
kinaesthetic (hands on). Many lessons are practical and involve movement so children are not just 
sitting at their tables writing. 

● Staff continue with their professional development and have training in many different areas of SEND. 
They liaise with outside specialist agencies to gain their expertise in different needs and approaches to 
learning. These professionals may also offer advice in specialist equipment and resources for different 
needs. 

 
 
How we support children with their literacy and numeracy development: 
 

● Children’s progress is reviewed termly.  
● Teachers and support staff target different groups in numeracy and literacy as identified in Pupil 

Progress Meetings. 
● Interventions are put in place half termly, or when deemed necessary. (See Appendix 1) 
● Some children may have a different programme set out for them planned by the Class Teacher/SENCO 

and Teaching Assistant.  
● If there are significant literacy needs that do not improve after in-class intervention, the Inclusion team 

will decide if the child should be referred to the Wandsworth Literacy Support Service.  
 
How we support children with Speech, Language and Communication needs: 
 

● The Speech and Language Therapist sets targets which are carried out by trained Teaching Assistants.  
● Staff members have been trained and run Speech and Language groups. 
● When necessary, the Speech and Language Therapy Service deliver small group sessions in school. 
● Riversdale have a base for pupils with ASD and social communication difficulties. The specialist base 

teachers frequently advise the mainstream classroom teachers. 
 
How we support children with their handwriting and fine motor skills: 
 

● In the Early Years, this is part of individualised learning, i.e. if a difficulty is detected, the staff will set up 
an activity based on the interests of your child to encourage him/her to practise. 

● Handwriting sessions – use of handwriting programmes as recommended by the Occupational 
Therapist. 

● Referrals are made to the OT service, following a parent and teacher meet with the SENCo, if we feel a 
specialist advice and support is needed. 

 
What support is there for my child’s emotional well-being? 
 

● We have a skilful and approachable staff. Children are aware that they can talk to whoever they feel 
most comfortable with – this may not necessarily be the class teacher. 

● We currently employ a Learning Mentor. 
● We also use play therapists, social skills groups, CAMHS, and emotional regulations group. 
● All external agencies that run sessions in school on friendship groups, self-confidence and mentoring.   
● Zones of Regulation in every class. 
● Assemblies 
● Wide range of clubs. 

 
How do you promote positive behaviour? 
 



● Our Core Values promote self-discipline and awareness. Adults act as positive role models at all times 
and children are very well behaved. 

● We are a ‘Rights Respecting’ School 
● We have a full time Learning Mentor who aims to support children with any behavioural issues. 
● The Behaviour and Learning Support Service is nearby and they offer their expertise should children 

need extra support. This is through a referral system. 
 
What training and specialist skills do the staff supporting children with SEND have or are having? 
 

● All staff have continuing professional development with ongoing support and advice from specialist 
agencies. 

● All Teaching Assistants working with children on specific areas e.g. Speech and Language therapy are 
trained by the associated therapists. 

● Support staff undergo high quality continuing Professional Development (CPD).  
● Staff receive training from Outside Agencies e.g. from the Educational Psychology Service, Autism 

Advisory Service etc.  
 
How do you make the school environment and curriculum accessible for all children? 
 

● All children will join in with physical activity with adaptations made as and if necessary  
● Environmental adaptations for learners with Autistic Spectrum Disorder (ASD)/sensory needs are used 

when needed e.g. a quiet area, a lap weight, visual timetables. 
● General equipment used/bought in where needed e.g. reading rulers, move ‘n’ sit cushions, sloping 

writing tables. 
● ICT equipment and software is bought to meet the needs of different learners and ICT is used as a 

preferred method of recording where appropriate. 
● Exam access arrangements are made as appropriate. 
● We use Soundfield systems where appropriate.  
● We use contrasting colours on our walls, carpets and desks to aid visually impaired learners. 

 
How will my child be included in activities outside of the classroom? 
 

● We run a breakfast club and a variety of after school clubs. Adaptations will be made as and if 
appropriate. 

● School trips are accessible to all with the necessary risk assessments made beforehand to ensure all 
children remain safe. 
 

How will the school prepare my child to join the school or transfer to a new school? 
 

● If your child is joining our school, we will liaise with their previous nursery/school to ensure a smooth 
transition. This often involves visiting your child in their nursery/school and offering them a visit at 
Riversdale before they start full time. 

● If your child is moving to another school or is in year 6 we will speak with their new school and prepare 
a transition pack to ensure their likes/dislikes and needs are met in their new school 

● When moving classes in school, teachers liaise with each other and with you as a parent, again to 
ensure a smooth transition for everybody. 

● If your child is in Year 5 and has an EHC plan, the planning for transition will be discussed at the Year 5 
Annual Review. At the Year 6 Annual Review any additional transition to the named school will begin. 
This may include additional transition groups, visits to settings and personalised transition books. 

              More information about Secondary transition can be found at     
https://www.wandsworth.gov.uk/media/6324/looking_for_a_sec_school_with_ehc_plan.pdf 
 
 
 

https://www.wandsworth.gov.uk/media/6324/looking_for_a_sec_school_with_ehc_plan.pdf


What specialist services from outside does the school use to help meet children’s needs and how do you work 
together?  
 

● Speech and Language Therapy, Occupational Therapy, Physiotherapy 
● Educational Psychology 
● Paediatrician 
● Attention Deficit Hyperactive Disorder (ADHD) Nurse 
● Child and Adolescent Mental Health Service (CAMHS) 
● Behaviour and Learning Support Service (BLSS) 
● Sensory and Physical Disability (PD) outreach services/Hearing Impaired outreach service 
● Other therapies e.g. play therapy are part of the Local Offer if they are needed 
● Team Around the Child (TAC) or Family (TAF) meetings, as mentioned above. 
● Wandsworth Literacy and Numeracy Support Service 
● Wandsworth Autism Advisory Service(WAAS) 
● School Nursing team 
● Victoria Drive Pupil Referral Unit 
● Emotional Wellbeing Practitioner Service 

 
 
How do I apply for a Resource Base place? 
 
At Riversdale we have a Resource Base with provision for up to 30 children  with a diagnosis of Autism and/or 
Social Communication Disorder (SCD). There are three classes, Little Gems, Gems 1 and Gems 2. We have three 
specialist ASD teachers,  a team of well-trained SEN TAs, a part-time Speech and Language Therapist, a part-
time Occupational Therapist and an Emotional Wellbeing Practitioner. If you would like to visit please ensure 
that you attend the full school tour as that is part of your child’s experience if they are offered a place.  
 
Admission to our Resource Base is made only through Wandsworth Local Authority Special Needs 
department. Please contact them on 0208 871 8061.  
 
Please book a school tour through the school office on 020 8874 6904 
 
The Head of Base is Rachel Dallimore who can be contacted through the above number or at 
info@riversdale.wandsworth.sch.uk 
. 
 
 
What will you do if my child has medical needs? 
 

● We will meet with you first to discuss your child’s medical needs and any training implications. 
● We will meet with you and the school nurse to put a Medical Care Plan in place 
● We will ensure that the necessary staff are aware of the medical needs and that they know what to do 

in an emergency. 
● We will make sure that we have all the necessary equipment.  
● All medical information is on the school GRC maps which are updated half termly with class teams and 

the SENCO. 
 
What should I do if I am unhappy with my child’s support or progress? 
 

● Arrange to meet with the Class Teacher/SENCO 
● If you are still unhappy, discuss the issue with the Head Teacher 
● The Chair of Governors is the next person to be informed in writing  
● If your complaint is still unresolved, you need to contact the Local Authority - see below: 

mailto:info@riversdale.wandsworth.sch.uk


http://www.wandsworth.gov.uk/info/200288/student_welfare/263/how_to_make_a_complaint  - 
maintained schools. 

 
Where can I go for further advice and support? 
 

● The Wandsworth Parent Partnership Service (WIASS - Information Advice Support Service for 

parents/carers of children with SEN/disability) provides an impartial and confidential service to all 

parents of children with SEND. Visit their website at  https://www.wandsworth.gov.uk/pps or telephone 

020 8871 8061 

● SEND Parent Carers in Wandsworth (www.sendpcwandsworth.org.uk) is your local parent carer forum. 

It is run by, and for, parent carers of children or young people (0-25) in Wandsworth with special needs 

and disabilities, with or without a formal diagnosis. The forum voices parent carer views to key policy 

makers in Wandsworth in order to influence planning and improvement of SEND services and also aims 

to signpost parent carers to organisations that can help them. All parent cares are welcomed and 

encouraged to join the forum and voice their opinions and experiences. Contact: 

admin@sendpceandsworth.org.uk 

 

More information about the Local Offer of services and support for children and young people with special 
needs and disabilities in Wandsworth can be found on the Family Information website at 
https://thrive.wandsworth.gov.uk/kb5/wandsworth/fsd/home.page. Their helpline is open from 9am to 5pm 
Monday to Friday on 020 8871 7899. 
 
The information in this report is accurate now, but we regularly review and make changes to what we offer 
and keep this information as up to date as possible. 

 

Feedback This offer is intended to give you clear, accurate and accessible information. If you would like to 
comment on the content of the offer or make suggestions to improve the information, please email: 

SENCo@riversdale.wandsworth.sch.uk 

http://www.wandsworth.gov.uk/info/200288/student_welfare/263/how_to_make_a_complaint
https://www.wandsworth.gov.uk/pps
http://www.sendpcwandsworth.org.uk/
mailto:admin@sendpceandsworth.org.uk
https://thrive.wandsworth.gov.uk/kb5/wandsworth/fsd/home.page
mailto:Senco@riversdale.wandsworth.sch.uk

